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derful is this change ! The overwhelming sorrow has
passed away. At first my sorrowing heart was heavy.
but now I reap the fruit of your great renunciation.
It was right that, moved by your mighty sympathy, you
should reject the pleasures of royal power and achieve
your noble purpose in religious devotion. Having
found the path you can now preach the law of Immor-
tality to all the world that yearns for deliverance." u
The king returned to the palace while Buddha re-
mained in the grove before the city.                          12

XXVIII. YASHODHARA.

On the next morning Buddha took his bowl and set
out to beg his food.                                                   *

And the news spread: "The prince Siddhartha is
going from house to house to receive alms in the city
where he used to ride in a chariot attended by his ret-
inue. His robe is like a red clod and he holds in his
hand an earthen bowl.77                                             2

On hearing the strange rumor, the king went forth
in great haste and exclaimed : " Why do you disgrace
me thus ? Do you not know that I can easily supply
you and your bhikshus with food?"                           8

And Buddha replied: "It Is the custom of my
race.""                                                                     4

But the king said : "How can this be? You are
descended from kings, and not one of them ever begged
for food."                                                                 6

"O great king," rejoined Buddha, "you and your
race may claim the descent from kings; my descent
is from the Buddhas of old. They, begging their food,
lived on alms."                                                         6